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TAGS: PFOR, KS 

SUBJECT: ROKG LETTER TO MAJOR U.S. CHURCH GROUPS 

1. KOREA COUNTRY DIRECTOR WAS INFORMED ON AUGUST 14 BY 
UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (UPC) STAFF MEMBER THAT HIS 
DENOMINATION AND TWO OTHERS HAVE RECEIVED IDENTICAL 
LETTERS FROM MINISTRY OF CULTURAL AND INFORMATION RELIGIOUS 
AFFAIRS SECTION CHIEF ON ACTIVITIES OF U.S. MISSIONARIES. 

OTHER DENOMINATIONS RECEIVING LETTERS WERE UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH AND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF THE U.S. 

2. ACCORDING TO UPC STAFF MEMBER MCUI LETTER EXPRESSED 
APPRECIATION FOR FOREIGN CHURCH RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES IN 
ROK AND NOTED THEIR ABSOLUTE LIBERTY TO CARRY ON RELIGIOUS 
ACTIVITIES. AT SAME TIME LETTER EXPRESSED CONCERN THAT 
CERTAIN KOREAN CHRISTIAN FIGURES ARE CARRYING OUT SUB- 
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GROUPS WARN THEIR MISSIONARIES ABOUT INVOLVEMENT IN SUCH 
ACTIVITIES. 

3. ACCORDING TO UPC STAFF MEMBER, LETTER SPECIFICALLY 
MENTIONED NAMES OF FIVE MISSIONARIES; TWO FROM U.S. 
METHODIST CHURCH (MATTHEWS AND DURST); TWO FROM UPC 

(RICE AND ONE OTHER WHOSE NAME CHURCH OFFICIAL DID NOT 
GIVE) AND KRAUTSCH OF PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF USA. 

4. ALL OF THE ABOVE HAD APPARENTLY SIGNED AN ANTI-GOVERN- 
MENT STATEMENT CIRCULATED IN MISSIONARY COMMUNITY IN 
LATE JUNE OR JULY. MCUI LETTER DID NOT THREATEN 
DEPORTATION BUT THERE WAS IMPLICATION THAT VISAS MIGHT 
NOT BE RENEWED FOR THE FIVE MISSIONARIES SPECIFICALLY 
MENTIONED. 

5. IN REPLY TO MCUI LETTER, UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
IS INDICATING THAT IT APPRECIATES LIBERTY IN ROK TO 
PROCLAIM GOSPEL. AT SAME TIME NOTES THAT MISSIONARIES 
SENT OUT ARE CAREFULLY INVESTIGATED IN TERMS OF THEIR 
DEDICATION TO CHRISTIAN LIFE. HOWEVER, LETTER NOTES THAT 
THE UPC DOES NOT INSTRUCT MISSIONARIES ON WHAT THEY CAN 
OR CAN'T DO IN FOLLOWING THE DICTATES OF THEIR CON- 
SCIENCE. UPC LETTER DOES INDICATE THAT UPC WAS INFORMING 
MISSIONARIES OF THE MCUI LETTER. 

6. UPC STAFF OFFICER INDICATED HE WOULD SEND US COPIES 
OF EXCHANGE OF CORRESPONDENCE. HE DID NOT MAKE ANY 
REQUEST FOR USG ACTION, INDICATING HE WANTED DEPT AND 
EMBASSY AWARE OF IT. 

7. WHEN CORRESPONDENCE ARRIVES WILL FORWARD TO EMBASSY. 

IN THE MEANTIME REQUEST ANY BACKGROUND INFORMATION AVAIL- 
ABLE. KISSINGER 
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